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The European Patent Organisation
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The European Patent Organisation: 37 member states

Intergovernmental organisation

based on the European Patent 

Convention

37 member states
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The European Patent Organisation is not the European Union:

Intergovernmental organisation

based on European Patent 

Convention.

37 member states

No regulations on the

enforcement of patents

Political and economic union

27 member states

However, all EU members are EP organisation member states. 
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The European union: 27 countries
Austria

Belgium

Bulgaria

Cyprus

Czech Republic

Denmark

Estonia

Finland

France

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Ireland

Italy

Latvia

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Malta

Netherlands

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

United Kingdom
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The European Union: Population and GDP

500

1339

128 142

307

EU China Japan Russia USA

EU China Japan Russia USA

12508

1326

3329

468

9819

2008 GDP in billion of euros

Population  in million people
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The European Patent potentially offers patent protection 
in 37 countries:

Albania

Austria

Belgium

Bulgaria

Switzerland

Cyprus

Czech Republic

Germany

Denmark

Estonia

Spain

Finland

France

United Kingdom

Greece

Croatia

Hungary

Ireland

Iceland

Italy

Liechtenstein

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Latvia

Monaco

Macedonia

Malta

Netherlands

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Sweden

Slovenia

Slovakia

San Marino

Turkey
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The European Patent

2
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The European Patent

• The applicant can choose in which member state patent protection is sought

after.

• The European patent shall, in each of the contracting states for which it is 

granted, have the effect of and be subject to the same conditions as a 

national patent granted by that state.

• The official languages of the EPO are English, German and French.
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grant

EPO

EP application

search

examination

opposition

national patent offices (GPTO …)

litigation (national courts: 

LG, OLG)

nullity (national courts: 

BPatG, BGH)

DE patent

AT patent

FR patent

...

The European Patent
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For further information or full presentation …

…please contact us!

PATENTSHIP Patentanwaltskanzlei GbR

Vorhoelzerstr. 21

81477 Munich

Germany

Tel: +49-89-75 969 869-0

Fax: +49-89-75 969 869-9

mail@patentship.eu


